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|| Large paintings of
brickwork: there is
something absurd about
such a subject. With each
acrylic painted brick
laid upon the other,

the rows classically
unaligned, there is no
single point for the eye
to rest on. The colour is
almost a uniform grey,
with only the slightest
variation in shade (the
only “action” to the
work). It seems an almost
too literal equivalent to
watching paint dry. Yet
in the hands of Manila-
based Maria Taniguchi,
what should be dull
becomes an interval

of meditation for the
viewer. We inevitably
begin to count: one, two,
three... course by course;
then lose count and
recount. It’s this sense
of time passing, process,
and the subtle political
references to labour
inherent in the paintings
(the artist’s video

work, often portraits

of craftspeople, makes
this explicit), together
with a glorious stillness
reminiscent of Agnes
Martin, that makes
these canvas works
moments of pleasure
rather than tedium. oB
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